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NOTES 

LittelVs Living Age has reached its 202d volume, and 2621st number. 
It is a very notable eclectic magazine. The contents are carefully selected 
and always possess high literary qualities. 

The Atlantic for October has an interesting travel sketch A Russian 
Holy City, by Isabel F. Hapgood. African Exploration and Travel deals 
with all the notable new contributions to our knowledge of the Dark 
Continent. 

The Century for October contains two articles of travel of special 
interest, Where the Teak- Wood Grows, and the concluding installment of 
Across Asia on a Bicycle. The first incidentally to the description of a 
far-away curious industry gives very good advice as to the care of our 
forest treasures. The second records an interesting interview with the 
great Li Hung Chang. 

Two notable educational articles are to appear in the November Popular 
Science Monthly. The one on "Preparation for College by English High 
Schools, written by John F. Casey, of the Boston High School, shows what 
boys who enter Harvard without Greek are doing. The other is the first 
of a series on " Manual Training" by Dr. C. Hanford Henderson, who is 
well known to the readers of the Monthly. 

Harper's for October opens with a splendid travel sketch "Lahore and 
the Punjaub " by Edwin Lord Weeks, who also furnishes the numerous 
fine illustrations. " Golf in the Old Country," by Caspar W. Whitney, 
does ample honor to the great British game and the " Golfing Spirit ". 
The article will be read with keen enjoyment by all interested in athletic 
sports, but gives no evidence that Golf will soon or ever become popular 
in the United States. 

The publishers of McClure's Magazine have secured the use of the 
Hon. Gardiner G. Hubbard's great collection of Napoleon prints. This 
is one of the most important collections of its kind in the world and 
represents the results of many years of collecting. One hundred and 
fifty of these pictures have been selected and will be published in six 
issues of McClure's Magazine, beginning with November. Most of the 
pictures will be full page, and the series will constitute the most impor- 
tant and most complete collection of Napoleon ever publish ed. 



57^ The School Review 

Professor Skeat's splendid edition of Chaucer has now reached the 
fourth volume, which is devoted to The Canterbury Tales. The text is an 
entirely new one, but founded entirely upon the six-text edition pub- 
lished by the Chaucer Society under the supervision of Dr. Furnivall. 
Three minor poems which the editor only discovered on June 4 and 5, 
1894, are inserted at the beginning, viz. : Womanly Noblesse, Complaint 
to my Mortal Foe, and Complaint to my Lode-Sterre. The incompara- 
ble excellence of this edition makes criticism impertinent and praise 
superfluous. (Macmillan & Co., New York and London. $4,00 a volume.) 

The Back Lot Studies Society, of Evanston, Illinois, may perhaps be 
deemed worthy of imitation. This society was organized in February, 
1891, at the suggestion of Mr. Volney W. Foster, with the intention of 
giving a selected number of lads from 14 to 18 a series of talks from busi- 
ness and professional men upon practical subjects. Its meetings are held 
weekly in the shelter belonging to a tennis court in the rear of Mr. Fos- 
ter's residence, on a ground familiarly known as the " Back Lot". This 
gave the name to the society. The membership consists of sixty-five. Most 
of the members are in the High School. They are selected on the ground 
of their assumed ability to profit by talks which require close attention 
and an intelligent interest. Instruction and not amusement is sought. 
The general public has manifested great interest in the society, and prom- 
inent business men of Evanston and Chicago have cheerfully contributed 
their time to its support. A similar society for girls has been proposed. 

Dr. L. R. Klemm, of the United States Bureau of Education, prepares 
and William Beverly Harison, New York, publishes a series of Relief, or 
Raised Practice Maps for Pupils, which deserve special attention. The 
maps are made in two forms— the cheaper ones of plain stiff paper similar 
to drawing paper (these are to be substituted for and used as outline map> 
blanks), the others of a stiff cardboard covered with a durable water-proof 
surface that can be quickly cleaned with a damp sponge, adapted to re. 
ceive a succession of markings and cleansings. Oceans, lakes, and rivers, 
as well as land, appear in the same color, white, so as to facilitate the use 
of the map as geographical slate. These relief practice maps of all the 
continents, of the United States, and f several subdivisions, will be fol- 
lowed by maps of England, the Roman Empire, etc. They may be slip- 
ped into the text-book, to be carried to and from the school without 
trouble. Teachers will do well to send for the pamphlet describing their 
use. They are the work of a specialist in education, and can be made to 
serve many useful purposes. 



